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Predictability and Prevention Means Smooth Sailing.

Bill Deertz, Kadey-Krogen Boat Owner
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Challenge: The Journey, Not the
Destination

Along with his wife, retiree Bill Deertz 
now spends about half of his life on 
his 2012 Kadey-Krogen 52. “We’ve just 
bought it about a year ago,” Bill says. 
“My wife and I spend about six months 
of the year cruising on it.”

For Bill, being out on the water is a joy 
in itself. He says, “Being a trawler, ob-
viously it’s a slow boat. So we’re not in 
a hurry to get to the destination, it’s all 
about the journey.” That journey has 
taken Bill and his wife up the Gulf Coast, 
to the Keys, and up Florida’s east coast. 
The two plan to visit the Bahamas this 
spring and hope to spend the summer 

months in the Chesapeake Bay area. 

In addition to visiting friends during his 
travels, Bill seeks out the seclusion that 
only the open water can provide. “My 
wife and I enjoy the solitude of a seclud-
ed anchorage,” he says. “Watching the 
sunset and nature around us, we enjoy 
the serenity and everything that goes 
along with it.” 

Especially these past few years, finding 
moments of serenity has not been easy, 
but Bill found that his trawler did the 
trick. He continues, “Particularly during 
the pandemic, it’s allowed us an es-
cape.” 

However, spending six months out on 

“Having Vessel Vanguard PRO 
really makes life on the boat more 
predictable.”

Bill Deertz
Kadey-Krogen Boat Owner
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the water comes with its fair share of 
complications. A vessel under that kind 
of use requires careful maintenance, 
care, and attention to avoid breakdowns 
and strandings. “A boat of this size has 
many systems and complexities and it 
can be a bit daunting at first,” Bill says. 
He adds, “The worst thing you want to 
do is be in a remote area and have some 
type of mechanical breakdown and 
have to have a part flown in or be towed 
to some repair facility.”

Bill finds that the best way to deal with 
these complications is to prevent them 
from happening in the first place, which 
he does with Vessel Vanguard PRO.

Solution: Preparation and
Documentation

Designed for both the commercial and 
recreational sectors, Vessel Vanguard 
PRO is a software as a service applica-
tion that evolves marine maintenance 
into a digitized, comprehensive, and or-
ganized routine. 

Using Vessel Vanguard PRO, owners 
can reliably service their vessels before 
maintenance crises arise. With a robust 
repository of manuals and parts lists, 
preparing a vessel for long journeys can 
be done with ease. Bill says, “Using Ves-
sel Vanguard PRO has helped us keep 
up on the maintenance and have all the 
systems we need to enjoy the cruising 
that we do.” 

He continues, “I use Vessel Vanguard 
PRO to allow me to project what my 
maintenance and critical spares are go-
ing to be in the future. As an example, if 
I’m going out for a three month cruise, I 

Bill Deertz
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can [enter] 90 days and know I’m going 
to need these spares and this equip-
ment [while] I’m away from my home 
port.” 

Owners can access their vessel’s cloud-
based digital profile using the applica-
tion from anywhere. This comprehen-
sive profile has parts lists, customizable 
checklists, recommended maintenance 
schedules, and more. 

Bill uses the application especially while 
purchasing critical spare parts. “I could 
be sitting at home in my armchair,” he 
says. “I don’t have to run down to the 
boat to look at what model number I 
have or this or that because it’s all there, 
readily available in the cloud.”

In addition to helping users extend their 
vessel’s lifespan, Vessel Vanguard PRO 
tracks maintenance operations and 
provides users with a complete, docu-
mented history. 

Drawing comparisons to his previous 

vessel, Bill says, “It was a 20 year old boat 
and obviously over a 20-year life pri-
or owners had made various additions 
and changes from the original factory 
build. There were things that you would 
come across when you’re doing main-
tenance or repairs that weren’t readily 
apparent from just looking at it.” Bill’s 
old solution was to contact the previous 
owner directly. Now, since his new boat 
came with Vessel Vanguard PRO, Bill 
can reliably access his vessel’s log on a 
tablet. 

The application has never been eas-
ier to use. Since the launch of Vessel 
Vanguard PRO, users can experience 
the same functionality with an even 
more accessible design. “The new Ves-
sel Vanguard PRO has a new refreshed 
interface, which I think is a good im-
provement,” Bill says. “I think the new 
interface is very intuitive.”

Benefits: Predictably Reliable

“I’ve just come up to my one year renew-

Bill Deertz
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al and I was happy to renew,” Bill says. “I 
find that the software really makes my 
life much more enjoyable.” 

Vessel Vanguard PRO gives users a 
sense of peace by putting them in total 
control of their vessel’s maintenance. 
For Bill, it’s about knowing what to ex-
pect. He says, “Having Vessel Vanguard 
PRO really makes life on the boat more 
predictable. It allows me to know what 
critical spares I should keep on board 
for ongoing maintenance.”

For Bill, there’s no time predictability is 
more important than being out in the 
open water. “When we’re away from 
the dock for six months at a time, hav-
ing that reliability and predictability is 
important to my wife and I, so we know 
that we’re not going to break down in 
some far flung place,” he says.

With its ability to document the boat’s 
history since day one, Vessel Vanguard 
PRO benefits users even at the end 
of their ownership. Bill says, “Having a 

complete history of the boat’s invento-
ries and the maintenance that has been 
performed is of critical importance to 
me.” 

Given his boat’s lifespan of at least 50 
years, Bill says, “That’s a long period of 
time to keep track of what’s been done 
on the boat, both additions and just on-
going recurring maintenance.” He ex-
pects that “any future owner would ap-
preciate having that [history] from day 
one” and a comparable increase in sale 
price as a result.

Bill Deertz
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From providing comprehensive on-
the-go checklists at users’ fingertips to 
complete historical maintenance docu-
mentation, Vessel Vanguard PRO em-
powers owners to take control of their 
vessel’s safety and health. 

Bill summarizes, “Nobody likes to do 
maintenance, let’s be truthful about it. 

But Vessel Vanguard PRO helps make it 
a little bit easier and more enjoyable in 
terms of documenting and having ev-
erything ready to go.” 

“So yes, it’s been a godsend for us,” he 
adds. 

Bill Deertz

About Vessel Vanguard

Vessel Vanguard drives a proactive approach to marine maintenance management, minimizing unnecessary downtime and unplanned 
maintenance. Reduce maintenance costs by bundling work, staying current on warranty programs, scheduling preventative mainte-
nance, and having parts ready to go. Vessel Vanguard protects you, your crew, your operation, and the value of your asset, and makes 
your vessel safer to operate.


